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' THE MARTIANS WOULD LAUGH

there is lite on other worids, | out for communities on the | would be to spray thousands of
our neighbours In space may | threshold of inter-stella com- | unmanned “ probes" into the
g0 advanced that they would | munication, said Dr. D. M. A.  Enlaxy.
ugh at our technical back= | Mercer, head of Southamplon These would be equipped
‘wardness, University physics department. = with listening apparatus de-
® They may have been ax- A really advanced communily, signed to “home” on Any
sghanging radio messages — i1 | he added, would probably fleel planet transmitting radio or
not actual visits—for centuries, | they couldn't care less aboul | Ty signals.
ssclentists tod the British | us; and If they were busy they |
Assoclation at Southampaton to- | might not bother to sienal us |
day. mere than once in every 1M
Our only hope of Joining | years
their Calactic club would be The best way for an
Ihruu;n.. some Kind of kinder- | vancad community to exple
m_gepartment on the look- | spade, Dr,
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might take 20 rurl 1o runhl
its destination.

100 STARS

“A listening station In the
' U.5. has searched—without re=
| sult so far—for intelligible
{waves from some nearby stars.
! Dr Mercer sald that within
" 15 light-years of us thera were
*geven siars which could have
" habitable planets; within 50
| light-years there were at loast
100.

If we woke up one merning
‘nnd found a probe or space
| ghip in our orbit the probiem
‘of communication would bg
very urgent matter—especiall
S as the wvisitor might have th
means of completely destro
ing our piznet, he sald.

. Prof. W. T. Willinms, pr
fessor of botany at Southam
i ton  University, told the con
ference that the bug-eyed mon
sters of science fiction are pos
sible but time-travel is nol.

It was conceivable that ther
. wore man-like creatures swim
ming in the oceans of lgul
ammonia on Jupiter or rock-
\ like men living on sun-scorched




